CANTO XIII

PSALMS OP ABOUT TWENTY VEESES

LXVI
Ambapali.

SHE, too, having made her resolve under former Buddhas,
and heaping up good of age-enduring efficacy in this or that
rebirth, entered the Order when Sikhi was Buddha. And
one day, while yet a novice, shs was walking in procession
with Bhikkhums, doing homage at a shrine, when an
Arahant Then in 'front of her hastily spat in the court of
the shrine. Coming after her, but not having noticed the
Theri's action, she said in reproof: ' What prostitute has
been spitting in this place ?'

As a Bhikkhum, observing the Precepts, she felt repug-
nance for rebirth by parentage, and set her mind intently
on spontaneous re-generation. So in her last birth she came
into being spontaneously at Vesali, in the King's gardens, at
the foot of a mango-tree. The gardener found her, and
brought her to the city. She was known as the Mango-
guardian's girl. And such was her beauty, grace, and
charm that many young Princes strove with each other to
possess her, till, in order to end their strife, and because
the power of karma impelled them, they agreed to appoint
her courtezan. Later on, out of faith in the Master, she
built a Vihara1 in her own gardens, and handed it over to
him and the Order. And when she had heard her own son,
the Elder Vimala-Kondanna, preach the Norm, she worked

1 See Ehys Davids, Buddhist Suttas (S.B.E., xi.)> pp. 30-33.
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